PERSISTENCE GETS TEEN NEEDED TREATMENT
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Pearl Pappas of Southbury recently helped a ceive treatment for lupus, a life-threatening ill-

young Ecuadorian girl get to America and re-

ness.

Life-saving mission
flies Ecuadorian to U.S.
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SOUTHBURY
n the other side of the equator,
in a small village in Ecuador, a
teenage girl lay dying in a bed,
her body ravaged by disease.

She was unable to walk, and she had
gone blind in her right eye. When she
moved, pain tugged at every joint. She
hadn’t had a full night’s sleep in two
years,

Pearl Pappas learned the details of the
girl's condition in August. Her husband,
Walter, had called from his Danbury muf-
fler shop, distraught over a story that
had been relayed by an employee.

Apparently, the girl's uncle was living
in his car to save money so his niece
could be flown to Connecticut for treat-
ment of lupus. Without the care of
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Traveler gets to meet and hear top Pop:¢ star
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]sldlled American doctors, the ls-year-old ceL
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| Pappas, a social worker who lives with h r hus-
band and two daughters, Jane, 16, and Em
'9, in the Purchase section of town, thought
e predicament for a moment. Then, with
oughits of her own 15-yearold ‘daughter d,
e picked up the phone, determined to get foung
Janina to the U.S. for treatment as soon as -

tle.

: *It was like I was on a mission,” she said,
interview Thureday at her home. “Lthink it was

usé my daughter was 16. Ikeptplcturmf er

Ecuador tn so much pain.” '
 Through persistence and — admittédly — & few

Strokes of good Juck, Pappas waded ver-
g months’ wotth of bifreauicracy in five Atter

king out with soclal service agencies and Rospi-
i ,ad\ancecalltothbﬁcuadorianemb ,ln

Bk meEcuadorianambassadon and her
- §it, "Pablo Yanez :

h=They helped to arrange an appointment fof:
i andhetfamﬂywlﬂlﬂteus.ambassador

her homeland. Her family boarded a bus f
x-hour trip on'the; ground. When they arrivef}
they were by

m"

d the nlght while government officials decided
vyhether to grant Janina and her mothér an enfer-

The wait, according to Pappas, was agoniziggly
g:gforﬂtefamily“lhaywanwdsobadlytoget
here. She was so sick,” Pappas said, “Here'they:
re 80 close to getting the answer they wan
they had to spend the night in the big city.)
“'The next moming; the family got the good npws.
The U.S. government had granted Janina and Her
ffother temporary visas to fly to America. The!
b%ﬁ:eSept.llandspendmeweﬁgeé\ in
'ore Janina was admifted to -
dIEns Medical Center in Haltfol{.
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" ‘The employee who originally tipped Walter P
pas off to Janina's condition volunteered to pitk

éngba .
Afound outiﬂ%&n t6 evacuaty 1

‘,‘j town in Ecuadot, itwould be egsler

C sich

kgir} t0 this countiy,” she sald. It 3 gb:
ly it efo{days,but’l,lustkeptgomg’ R

the girl and her niother up'at the airport. As if
excitement of arriving in a new country wasn't |
enough, Janina was about to gee stars,

Through her contacts with the Ecuadorian em-; *""3‘ . Afterthe party in n, the group i&
bassy in Washington, Pear] Pappas found out about: ded home to Conn cut. Janina was to be ad-
a the was throwing to benefit sick - ¢ mi gl the following morning to the Children's

party the embassy
children in Ecuador. As fate would have it, the . - :
party was being held the weekend Jarmlaanived. .4 Pappas drove the girl and her motherto Hm-
Headlining the dedevent waspop . fo where they were introduced to Dr. Lawrence
singer Christina Aguilera, who had agreed to pér- 7 , a pediatric physician at the' hospital. Zemel
form a couple of songs as a tribute to the ailing ' ;"and the staff put Janina through a wéels worth of
boys and girls. The Ecuadorian ambassador want- - *: tests, They also took her off steroids, changed her
ed Janina, her mothér, and tlle Pappas familyto at-  medication and pqt her on painldllers, accordlns
tend and sit in the front row. !toPappas.
Pn%ﬂs said she was concermid Janina would be ! Sigce she arrived in the U 8.in September. Jaiil”
s

fAical Center.

too sick to go, 50 initially she declined the invlta- 's condition has improved. The degeneration irs:
tion. Then, she changed her nilnd, her 1§t eye has stopped, and she is able to walk. " -

“l'hlswastoobigtopassnp, she sald. Her hus- fS e tothempyﬂvedaysamek,andhasbeen
band hired a limousine to whiskthegroupto . ' testefi for plﬁcementat a publlc school in Danbury,
WashlngtontOmeetAguﬂeraandABald,ﬂte i wher@'she lives; i
Ec_gd ran athbassador. ~ : @u.s. goverﬁ;nent agreed to ektend her visa'

e experience overwhelmed Janlna, who anfother two months so she could continue to -
weeks befomhadbeenso gmvelyillshe bmly _ ,' efited. Pappas said she does not know
could get out of bed. -. . ‘rthevlsaaxlllbeextended again.Janina - -

N wyouhavetoxéallzeﬂtlsissom e who d hér mother ate torn gbout leaving because .
+lives in another and'ho s very bck. Sl}eﬁ thtey Kave family I Ecuador.who they desperately
‘barely been in this cguntry 48 Kours:and she's - want & see. But they know Janina’s chances for

upina, wﬁmoarﬁnd‘dﬁvmto'ieeher'-‘;;} i1 are belterin the U.S.
‘ ,or, Pappas safd.,:f_l’t_tumed outfobe . i PapBassaid she hasn't séen Janina in about a
wnk lonth}Social workers are trained'to help clients
w.ken with AoBakl, and got nproye their Ilves and become independent, Ad- 4"
Was bombardefi with | uble letting Janina go,
3 enuna&ofﬁciabwhowmtedto b goallstohavxxplebehealﬂm
Tt Janinito theUS.s0 . J ependent,” she gid: “When they go

ckly. She | ‘ongh mherexperleneepasa i .itlssad‘"Butyougetsomuchsaﬂsfac-

qal worke}, and toldi em perslglence wes the , Aching them succeed.”

3 pite theurglngof govemme tofﬂcials who
“his wassomemh\élreltllkelhadto dq, were sd impressed with he:pers ence, Pappas
said}“When a'child is inpiain, its torture, I © e she will acareeroutofhelpmgf
felt like the clock was ticking, and I felt if she wére 8ick chidren'get to thie U.S, from countries like ./
. myawn child, Iwouldwantsomeonetodotma:or ' Shedldamngeforanotherﬂcuado"' .
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At ﬁne party, Pepfl:s was ﬁnally able to meet the: In ent for severe ifuries follow-

embalsy staff who helped to arrange Janina's trip.  ing or vehicle accident. Lo

When gl\e first leamed of the girls condition, she ;. Allshehad to do, she said, was pick up ﬂ\e ’

calledagencies like the Peace Carps and VISTA - ;phone.
and several hospitals o inquire if they could help, ? d’"l tic‘:m connected. And thatsalltheywante
red” /

She kept. hiuing brick walls until she meached the’



